106

INDIA-RUBBEB.

All this talk about rubber substitutes, notwithstanding,
it becomes of interest to consider whether the discovery
when made, is likely to be of such supposed value. If there
was any real clanger of a rubber famine the value of
an efficient substitute would undoubtedly be immense.
So far, however, from any danger of a famine we can
face the future with complacency. As already pointed
out in the last chapter, the rubber to be expected in
the future from plantations will be produced at about
Is. per Ib. It will, no doubt, be a long time before the
growers sell it at any such figure, but should any threatened
opposition arise from a substitute, it may be taken that the
growers will forego the bulk of their profits for a time at
least, and put good rubber on the' market at or about 1*.
per Ib. This means that the substitute, if it is to realise
the fortune its introducers will undoubtedly expect, will have
to be made at about 6rf. to 9d. per Ib. It in difficult to nee
where the materials are to come from to render manufacture
possible at tHis price, and it is evident that the synthetic
rubber prepared by Professor Tilden from terpenes cannot
have any commercial significance. It would seem then
that, whatever may have been the case in the pant, the
present prospects of wealth for the discoverer of a rubber
substitute are largely illusory. This does not mean that
there is no room for improvement in such bodies an are
in use at the present time or for the invention of new ones
to take their place. Such bodies will continue to offer
scope for the inventor, and may be expected to bring him
in a fair reward for successful labour. They are not,
however, real substitutes, and do not come within the
limits of a discussion on rubber substitutes proper. The
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